《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 2 John》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
The elder; John, the writer of this epistle. Compare 1 Peter 5:1. 

Elect lady; one chosen of God and distinguished as a Christian. 

Verse 2
For the truth’s sake; this lady’s family were beloved on account of their love of the gospel and their practice of its duties. 

Verse 4
That I found of thy children; when I found some of thy children. The apostle had learned with joy that this was true of some of them. Friends of the truth are friends of each other, and earnestly desire each other’s highest good; and when they hear that the children of their friends have embraced the gospel, and are walking in the love and practice of it, they rejoice with great joy. 

Verse 5
Not as though I wrote a new commandment; compare 1 John 2:7. 

Verse 6
This is love-his commandments; the proper expression and evidence of love to God and men, is the keeping of his commandments. Compare 1 John 5:2-3. 

This is the commandment; what the apostle has just declared; that love, namely, which consists in obedience to God’s commandments. 

Verse 7
That Jesus Christ is come in the flesh; see note to 1 John 4:2. Those who pretend to be religious teachers, and yet do not believe that Jesus Christ has come into the world and redeemed us unto God by his blood, are deceivers. Whatever love they may profess towards God or men, they are opposers of Christ and the great interest of his kingdom. 

Verse 8
That we lost not; through the seductions of these deceivers leading you to depart from the truth, any portion of the blessings we have obtained, or which the gospel offers. 

Verse 9
Doctrine of Christ; that taught by him and his apostles, especially his having come in the flesh and made an atonement for the sin of the world. 

Hath not God; not a right knowledge of him, nor an interest in his favor. 

Verse 10
This doctrine; of Christ, as taught by him and his apostles. 

Receive him not into your house; do nothing to aid or encourage him in his propagation of error. 

Verse 11
Biddeth him God speed; if one aid or encourage another in sinning, he becomes partaker of his guilt. Those teachers who reject the great truths taught by Christ and his apostles, of his divinity, incarnation, and atonement; of justification by faith in him, regeneration by the Spirit of God, and the necessity of perseverance in holiness in order to salvation, are not of God, and not to be received: no such attention should be paid to them as will aid or encourage them in the propagation of their errors. 

